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CONSIDERATIONS 
ON THE 
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Relating to the 


SCOTS MILITIA. 


nr a Time when Diviſions are healed, 
4 5 A and Factions are ſtriving to undo each 


other for the Publick Cood, it may 
M appear ſtrange that one Part of the 
Kingdom ſhould be precluded from the 

Truſt and Confidence repoſed in the other; for 
if the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature has found, that 
Natives are the moſt proper Defenders of their 
own Country, I cannot ſee why the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of a Militia thro' Great Britain ought not 
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to be univerſal, ſince the Principle of Self-Preſer- 
vation is equally ſtrong and prevalent in all Man- 
kind: No Perſon will pretend to ſay that Scotland 
can compare with Erng/and either in Richneſs of 
Soil, Extent of Trade, or Number of Inhabi- 
tants ; yet every Man muſt acknowledge, that 
as the two Kingdoms have been ever joined by 
Nature, and are now happily united by Law, 
all Diſtinctions ought to be laid afide, and the 
Countenance given to the one ought to be ex- 
tended to the other, efpecially when the Happi- 
neſs, the Safety, and Intereſt of the Whole are 
concerned. | 

Tho' the Inhabitants of North Britain are not 
ſo rich and numerous as thole in South Britain ; 
yet their Properties are dear to them, and their 
Wives and Children muſt be dear alſo: Several of 
them have loſt their All by the many Captures of 
Ships which the Enemy have ſnatched up almoſt 
in Sight of the Harbours to which theſe belonged, 
The Deſolation cauſed by ſuch Caſualties is 


better conceived than expreſſed : Many Families 


are reduced to Miſery from a State of Affluence; 
and the Landlords of theſe, who cannot on many 
Accounts go abroad to Germany or to the Indies, 
who might be uſeful to their King, their Coun- 
try, their Families, and to themſelves, if em- 
ployed in the Militia, are from ſome ill-founded 
Motive denied the Honour which the Scots ſo 


loudly call for. 
What 


WH 


What Pity is it that any Interruption ſhould be 
to the mutual Confidence ſo neceſſary toward 
conſtituting the Happineſs both of King and of 
People? And that our young Monarch, who, 
from the general Tenour of His Conduct, ſeems 
rather willing to ſpare a City abounding with In- 
habitants, provided there be found in it ten 
righteous Perſons, than to withdraw his Confidence 
from many hundred thouſands of People for the 
Sake of ſome Individuals? Sure ſuch a Mark of Diſ- 
couragement muſt proceed from ſome Cauſe, and 
perhaps flow either from a Deſire of being feared, 
or from an Apprehenſion that if the People of 
North Britain were entruſted with Arms, theſe 
might ſoon be turned againſt him. 

'Tis admirably well obſerved by that peculiar 
Luminary * in the Reman Republic, that Love 
te js the beſt Security of Power, whereas Fear is 
« the Producer of Hatred; as it is a falſe and 
te ſhort lived Security, but Love and Benevolence 
* are firm even unto Death: In the Caſe of a 
& conquered People, I muſt confeſs, ſays he, that 
* if nothing elſe will keep them in Order, I 
* ſhould adviſe the ſame Rigour and Authority 
* to be exerciſed over them that a Maſter 
* uſes over his Servants: But for any Man to 
« purſue the ſame Courſe in a free City, of 
* making himſelf feared, would be a direct 
* Madneſs; Men are more ſenſible of the Want 
* of Liberty than of the Enjoyment of it, The 
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« ready Way to the attaining of our Deſires 
ec either in public or in private Affairs, is to caft 
© out Fear, and to preſerve and maintain Cha- 
© rity.” Hence he proceeds to illuſtrate his Ar- 
gument by ſetting down the fatal Cataſtrophe of 
ſome Potentates whoſe Empire was founded on 
Fear and Partiality: Paſſions which could never 
enter into the Heart of our late IIluſtrious 
King, who wanted above all Things to adorn 
the Honours of his Reign with that perfect 
Glory, mentioned afterward by the incomparable 
Civilian, viz, the Love, the Truſt, and Reve- 
* rence of the People; which only Gentleneſs 
* and Bounty are able to procure.” 

I am at a Loſs by what Name to call the Con- 
duct of the Mx nu y in the Affair before 
us; a Militia is found neceſſary by a Britiſh Par- 
liament, for reſiſting an Invaſion, and yet the 
Country, whoſe extended Coaſt is wholly naked, 
muſt be denied any ſort of Protection, except 
that which ariſes from the few Troops that are in 
it, and which, conſidering the Diſtance of the 
Places of their Cantonment, could not be got to- 


gether in ſeveral Days, 
In this Place I cannot but expreſs my Concern, 


that an Adminiſtration ſo univerſally applauded, 


ſhould yet be tarniſhed with ſuch Partiality ? 
And that the memorable Year 1759, when Vic- 


_ tory crowned the Britiſb Standards, in the four 


Quarters of the Globe, ſhould be ſtigmatized 
with ſuch an Inconſiſtency? which if it proceeded 


from any fear of an Inſurrection in favour of a 
Pretender, 
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Rules of the Court of Seffion in that Kingdom, 
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Pretender, why was not the ſame Exception 
made to Lancaſhire, Derby, Cumberland and 
Weſtmoreland? for the Chevalier's Standard was 
crowned with ſix hundred Adventurers from thoſe 
Counties in the Space of ſix Weeks; whereas nat 
above ſeven Thouſand joined in Scotland, in the 
Space of nine Months, and of theſe three Thou- 
ſand had come to him from Inverneſs/hire before 
the Action at Preſtonpans. 

Whence can the Partiality proceed? Sure it 
cannot flow from an Antipathy in the Engliſh 
Repreſentatives, every one of whom is intereſted 
in the Preſervation of the remoteſt County in the 
United Kingdom, being a Member of the great 
Community, which is to be conſidered as one 
common Family under one common Head, who 
enlivens and invigorates the Whole : For if once 
a foreign Enemy was to ſet Foot on Shore, every 
Man would be ſomewhat anxious for his Pro- 
perty, which, in a ſhort Time, may be expoſed 
to Ruin and Deſolation ; the moſt wealthy Sub- 
ject in the united Kingdom is concerned in the 
Preſervation of every poor Man's Subſtance; and 
the Legiſlature has always conſidered it with the 
ſame Tenderneſs as their own, be it ever fo diſ- 
tant from the Capital. 

I am rather apt to imagine that the Diſagree- 
ment among the Repreſentatives from Scotland, 
as to the Method of raiſing the Militia there, has 
been the grand Obſtruction; probably the Cavil 
was firſt ſtarted by one better acquainted with the 
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the Acts of Sederunt there, and ſome of the many 
Queſtions that occur in the Aſſembly of the Kirk, 
than with the Geography of the Country, and 
Diſpoſition of the Inhabitants : Perhaps the Op- 
poſer, having been dandled upon the Knee of 
Proſperity, is inſenſible of the Loſſes which the 
Farmer, the Tradeſmen, the ManufaQurer, the 
Seaman, or Merchant, may ſuſtain : Who doubts 
but Conceit and Ignorance ſupply his want of Ge- 
nius, and that he was trained up in the obſolete 
Arts of Sophiſtry, to the negle&t of ſubſtantial 
Learning, and a free Way of Thinking : Who 
denies but he poſſeſſes a rolling Volubility 
Tongue, with all the Broadneſs of the Scots Ac. 
cent; the former being natural to him, whi 
the latter is confirmed by Practice, and increaſed 
by Aﬀectation ; he can ſkrew up his Shoulders, 


fold together his Arms, ſpread out his Legs one 


Way, turn his Head another, wink with the 
right Eye, gaze with the Left, and contract his 
Body to enforce his Arguments. In theſe favourite 
Attitudes, he has made Uſe of low Inſinuati- 
ons, chimerical Suppoſitions, and many falſe 
Mediums, for hindering his Countrymen from 
ſharing the Confidence of the late King, in com- 
mon with their Fellow Subjects. 

The diſtinguiſhed Patriot *, who gives Luſtre 
to Dignity by his ſerene Department, adorns 
the Robes which he wears by his Moderation, 


who, by the Brilliance of his Virtues, commands 


Reſpect 


* Arthur Onflnv, Speaker of the Houſe of Commons. 
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Reſpect from the auguſt Aſſembly where he pre- 
ſides, and who attracts the Admiration of Fo- 


: reigners, by the ſtriking Decorum which he 


maintains, can well remember a Time when 
ſome of the Repreſentatives from Scotland were 
better acquainted with the Geography of their 
Country, and the Diſpoſition of the Inhabitants, 
than to oppoſe ſo ſalutary a Scheme, No one, 
the leaſt acquainted with the Nature of a Militia, 
but muſt own that a Number of Men, propor- 
tioned to the Inhabitants, may be raiſed as ſoon in 
North as in South Britain: The Noblemen and 
Gentlemen can have their annual or monthly 
Meetings at the Head Borough of every County ; 
they can make out Liſts of ſuch as are able to 
ſerve; they can recommend the Officers to be 
employed; they can give in Eſtimates of the 


Cloathing and other Neceſſaries, and what they 


can furniſh toward defraying the Expences of 
their ſeveral Corps. In a Word, they can peruſe 
the ſeveral Articles laid down in the Act of Par- 
liament for raiſing a Militia in England, all 
which they can adopt in forming the ſame among 
themſelves ; and whenever any Difficulties occur, 
with reſpe& to levying a ſuitable Expence for 
their Support, the Legiſlature will always be 
ready to lend an Ear to their Remonſtrance. 

The Queſtion before Us is not, Whether the 
Natives of Scotland be included in the general 
Propoſition laid down in the Act of Parliament, 
viz, the beſt Defenders of their own Country, or 


if a Militia can be raiſed there? or if it be for 


the 


(e 

the Intereſt of the Nation that ſuch ſhould b: 
levied ? all which I take for granted : The Debate 
is whether it be conſiſtent with the Safety and 
Peace of the Government, that a Scots Militia be 
intruſted with Arms in Time of War, in which 
Light viewing the Matter, I ſhall endeavour to 
remove the falſe Prejudices againſt the North Part 
of the United Kingdom, and flatter myſelf, that 
from what may be ſaid, the Truth of what is a- 
ſerted by the Convention of Boroughs, as ro © a 
* national Militia being the beſt Security of 
“His Majeſty's Dominions, * will more fully 
appear. * ; wo} art 

If we take a View of North Britain, it may 
be ranged under four Diviſions : The Eaſtern, 


which cxtends from B2rwick upon Tweed to Edin- 


burgh ; the Weſtern, which begins there, and 
paſſing along the Forth, reaches to the utmoſt 
Limits of Argyleſbire; the Southern, which pro- 
cceds from Edinburgh to Solway Firth ; and the 
Northern, which, according to ſome, extends 
from the Forth to the Orkneys ; including a Track 
of Territory almoſt equal to the other three Di- 
viſions. ” 
No Perſon acquainted with the Southern Divi- 
ſion of North Britain, can deny but the Inhabi- 
tants are loyal and well affected: Nor do I believe 


that our young Sovereign has more faithful and 


more 


® Allucing to the erateful Return of Thanks ſent by their 


Deputies to Mr. Elliot of Minto, and to the Letter appointed 


to be wrote co that worthy Patriot Mr. Ofwald of Dunniteer, 
Juby the 5the 1760, 


690 
loving Subjects, throughout the Circle of his 
extenſive = Hancver itſelf not ex- 
cepted: Scarce can one among a Thouſand, mo- 
derately ſpeaking, be ſound in theſe Parts in the 
leaſt tinctured with Jacobitiſm: Out of the 
Shires of Roxburgh and Selkirk, which contain 
above one hundred thouſand Inhabitants, only 
three were concerned in the Rebellion, two of 
whom were delirious, and the third, Mr. Ker of 
Graiden, was involved in it by Means of his 
Education in Spuin, whether he had been ſent 
from his Infancy. Out of Anandal: was only 
one, which was owing to his being a Priſoner at 
Carliſle for Debt, when the Pretender came 
there: From Kircudbright, Wigtown, and La- 
nerk, were none; from the Shires of Berwick 
and Haddingtiown were three; and from Peebles 


3 only two, as far as I could hear: All which 


Counties put together contain about fix hundred 
thouſand Inhabitants, moſt of whom, tho' de- 


ſcended from thoſe who frequently encountered 


the Forces of the Kings of England, before the 
Union of the Crowns, can reflect with a ſenſible 
Pleaſure that even in the midſt of their Jarrs, 
frequent Intermarriages happened between them : 
Acts of Generoſity and Politeneſs exiſted in theſe 
warlike Ages, which the Marſhals of France 
could not go beyond ; it was not uncommon for 
a Prercy to ſhelter himſelf from the Wrath of his 
Sovereign in the Caſtle of Dowg/aſs, nor for a 
Douglaſs to fly to the Caſtle of Alnwick, when 
oppreſſed by Court Paraſites too powerful for him. 
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Ever ſince the Union ef the Crowns the Bor- 
derers, both in South and in North Britain, have 
cultivated a daily Friendſhip ; Intermatriages fre- 


quently happen among them; The Produce of 


either Nation, which, before that happy Period, 
could not be impcrted but under the ſevereſt Pe- 
nalties, gow abounds in the Markets of both: 
What Flecks of Sheep, what Herds of Black 
Cattle, and what Number of Horſes are driven 
every Summer into Newcaftle, Durham, Penrith, 


Hexam, Lancaſter and Carhifle! And it is ſur- 


priſing to ſce the Numbers cf People who crowd 
the Fairs of Jedburgb, Hawick, Kelſo, St. Beſ- 


els and Langbelm, from Northumberland, Cum- 
berland, Weſtmoreland, Durham, and the whole 


North of England, which is ſo blended with the 
Southern Parts of Scotland, that they are in a 
Manner one People: Many of them bave the 
fame Pedigree, exerciſe the fame Form of Reli- 
gion, and depoſite their Aſbes in common Sepu- 
chres: In a Word they are united in all, the 
Bonds which the Roman Civilian “ fo diſtinctiy 
and amply deſcribes, but particularly What he 
calls the moſt firm and noble Aſſociation; they 


are Ani together by a Correſpondency of Manner, | 


and a Freedom of Conver ſation! Which being 
the Caſe, why ſuch Diſtinctions as to entruſt the 
one Part with Arms, but not the other? Why 
ſhould the People of Northumberland, which 
jutts in among the Southern Counties of Scotland, 


be entruſted with Arms, while the other, tho' 
| con- 
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containing a Track of Territory, no leſs ex- 
tended, nor leſs populous than Tork/bire and 
Weſtmoreland put together, are denied the Pri- 
vilege? Such Diſtinctions may not only inter- 
rupt the Harmony between them, but ſow ſuch 
Seeds of Averſion as may in Time grow up into 
the former Antipathy. 

Between the Southern and Weſtern Diviſion 
lies the Shire of Edinburgh, which, being the 
Place of public Reſort, cannot be free from diſ- 
affected People; however, the Loyaliſts are the 
moſt numerous : The Gentlemen nigh the Me- 
tropolis are generally deſcended from thoſe who 
acquired their Riches from practiſing the Law; 
ſo that their Well-being depends upon the preſent 
Conſtitution, ſince a Change of Government 
might, in all Probability, depiive them of what 
they enjoy. This County, including the City, 
contains about one hundred thouſand Inha- 
bitants. 

From Edinburgh we may paſs to the Weſtern 
Diſtrict, which contains the Shires of Linlithgory, 
Stirling, Dumbarton, Renfrew, Air, Bute and 
Argyle, the Inhabitants of which may be about 
four hundred thouſand; and have been generally 
ſo remarkable for true Revolution Principles, that 
no People have endured more Hardſhips under a 
tyrannical Government than their Forefathers: 
The Clans, the Anceſtors of thoſe who lately ap- 
— in Arms againſt the Government, were 

rought from the Iſles and remote Places of the 
Kingdom, to live upon free Quarters among 
C 2 them 
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them *. Poor Countrymen were arraigned be- 
fore the Criminal Courts for hearing a Presby- 
terian Miniſter, Fired with the Love of Liberty, 


and animated by the Dictates of a good Con- 


ſcience, they took up Arms at the Revolution; 
and it is obſervable, that a ſingle Regiment, 
well known by the Name of The Cameronian, 
defeated a numerous Hoſt of Highlanders at 
Dunkeld, about fourteen Days after their Victory 
at Killicranky: Had the Government at that 


Time refuſed to eſtabliſh a Militia to theſe Parts, 


King William would have been obliged to have 
gone down in Perſon to Scotland” in order 
to check the Progreſs of the Diſaffected. 
Nor muſt it be forgot that this illuſtrious 
Corps made a noble Stand at the Battles of 
Steenkirk and Landen afterwards. Why then 
diſcourage the Offſpring of theſe generous Pa- 
triots? Why doubt their Fidelity? No Man, 
the leaſt acquainted with human Nature, but 
muſt own that to be neglected by a Superior, 
who has all the Reaſon in the World to be ſatis- 
fed with One's Conduct, is the ready Way to 
make a Friend an Enemy ; for what Man would 
chuſe to live in a Country where he is denied the 
common Privileges of his Fellow Subjects ? 
Every Man loves Freedom and Encouragement, 
while a partial Conduct raiſes the Complaint 
mentioned in the Motto againſt the churliſh old 


Man, who vitiouſly puddled the Waters, that La- 
| = tona's 


* See M*Kenzie's Defence of the Reign of K. C. II. 
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tona's Children might not taſte them, tho' a 
common Benefit. | 

Out of the moſt wealthy of the Weſtern 
Shires there was not a fingle Man in the 
Pretender's Army: On the contrary many 
of them appeared in Defence of the Govern- 
ment. And it is well known, that the Militia 
of Glaſgow, Paiſley, and Renfrew made no 
inconſiderable Figure at the Battle of Fal- 
kirk, where the King's Troops were, thro* the 
Inclemency of the Weather, obliged to quit the 
Field, and would have been cut in pieces had not 
the Argyleſhire Militia ſecured their Retreat, by 
marching in the Rear. In a Word, there are not 
truer Patriots, nor more loyal Subjects in the 
Britiſh Dominions than are to be found in 'the 
Southern and Weſtern Parts of Scotland; an In- 
ſtance of which we ſhall give. 

When the Pretender was retreating out of Eng- 
land, he halted with his Army at the Village of 


' Douglaſs, and went in Perſon attended by his 


Guards to the Caſtle of that Name, poſſeſſed of 
the Notion, ſo frequent in the Mouths of his 
Party, that he wanted nothing to be admired, but 
to be ſeen: However at Douglaſs he was diſap- 
pointed; for not a ſingle Man joined him there, 
nor during his March from Sokvay Firth to 
Glaſgow ; and as for the Duke of Douglaſs, he 
behaved in a Manner every way worthy the Re- 

preſentative of his heroic Anceſtours. | 
The firſt who came to him, found him in a 
plain Room and homely Dreſs, fitting before a 
Fire, 
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Fire, near which was a Table, whereon were 
placed ſeven Silver Watches; on their entering, 
he ſaid; Do any of you want to take a Watch? 
and ſo touching one with his Fingers, he added, 
Take a Watch, tale a Watch, bere is a Variety : 


Accordingly three of them took Watches, while 


others demanded his Money and his Arms: 17 7s, 
ſaid he, not the Cuſiom of a Douglaſs fo deliver 


up bis Arms; but what Caſh 1 baue about me 

Hall be yours: So riffling his Pockets he laid down 

his Money ® upon the Table; but this was ſoon 

ſnaiched up, and the Keys of his Cheſt and other 

W 0 were loudly called for. No Keys, 
t 


he Duke, I have, no Keys I will give; defere 


my Coufin Perth to ſpeak with me, Accordingly 
Perth came in, attended by the principal Leaders, 


among whom were Lecheo/ and Dr. Cameron. 
Theſe underſtanding what had paſſed, began to 
make an Apology with their uſual Politenets, by 


ſetting off the ſuſtice of their Cauſe; and even 
_ proceeded to remonſtrate with his Grace ppen 
the Glory that would accrue to his Family it he 
would join the righteous Heir to the Crown? 
Dont t tell me, replied. the Duke, of Heirs and | 
Pretenders, 1 might put in for my own * * * 


According to my Information 100 1; twelye Pounds of | 
which was in Silver. | 
_ + Anno 1370, at the great Parliament held in Lithgow for 
recognizing the Title of Robert Stuart, the fiſt King of that 
Name, William Earl of Douglaſs claimed the Crown of 


Scotland, in Conſequence of his Deſcent from King Jobs 


Ballial- However the Matter was compromiſed in Conſe- 


quence 
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Then, turning to Locbeol, he added theſe very 
Words, Yeu, Sir, have it in your Power to take 
me Priſoner, 'but you have it not your Power to 
make me aſſiſt or acknowledge any Heir or Pre- 
tender to the Crown: 1 lie under Obligations to no 
Prince, except to bim who is ſettled by Parlia- 
ment upon the Throne, and to him I am bound by 
indifjoluble Ties of Gratitude, Having ſo fpoke, 
he retired with all the Dignity and Air of a 
Douglaſs. There was an univerſal Pauſe! The 
@hieftains lcok'd at each other, and being ſtruck 
with the Reſolution and Firmneſs of the Man, 
they not only defiſted from troubling him any 
further, but ſaved his Houſe from being plun- 
dered; however the Army drank plentifally of 
his Grace's Liquors, ſeized upon the Arms which 
they found, and among thoſe the Sword which 
the great Sir James Douglaſs uſed at the terrible 
Battle of Bannockbourn, and at ſixty-two more 
Encounters, including thoſe in Spain and in Pa- 


luline; but whether from the Inability of any 


one Man in the Pretender's Army to weild the 
Weapon, which had contributed ſo much to fix 
the Independency of Scotland, and to pull down 
the Followers of Mahomet ; or from the Reve- 
rence'which many of them bore to the venerable 
Name of its firſt Owner, certain it is, the Sword 

was 


quenee of a Marriage between his Lordſhip's Son and the 
King's eldeſt Daughter. Bur. Hiſt. tb. ix. Add to this, 
that his Grace is deſcended in a direct Line of Heirs Male 


from Margaret Tuder, Daughter to King Henry VII. of 
Aland. 


(216) 
was ſent back and depoſited in the Place from * 
vrhence it was taken. a > 
Tho' we cannot fay ſo much for the Loyal- 
ty of the Inbabitants in- the Northern Diviſion, 
yet I cannot ſee a good Reaſon why theſe ſhould 
be exempted from partaking of the Encourage- 
ment and Confidence with which the King, by 
the Advice of faithful Counſellors, may be 
brought to honour the other Parts of the Coun + 
try: And tho' I cannot be of Opinion, that the 
Shire of Fife, ſo remarkable for her Martial 
Heroes of Old, and her induſtrious Inhabitants 
at this Time, is a Part of the North Diviſion, 
yet I muſt begin with it, as it is the firſt County 
that occurs after paſſing the Forth. | 
The Shire of Fife, in Proportion to its Extent, 
is fully as populous “ as any in England, Mid- 
dleſex only excepted; it abounds with a/l the 
Neceſſaries of | Life, and enjoys many natural 
Advantages. Here are inexhauſtible Mines of 
Coal, and Pits of Salt; Of theſe the Fordel Coal 
is the moſt entire and cleanly, and burns brighter 
than the - beſt: Newcaſtle Coal. Their Coaſt 
abounds with White and Shell Fiſh, many of 
which are - tranſported to foreign Markets, In 
this County are eight Earls, three of whom are 
at this Time among the Repreſentatives of the 
Peerage of Scotland, viz. the Earls of Rothes, 
Morton, and Murray ; the former of whom has 
by his many generous and noble Actions in Ger- 


| mam, Spain, and in Ireland, endeared * 
c 


lt contains about Two Hundred Thouſand Inhabitants, 


(17) | 
ſelf to the Soldiers, whoſe Father he may 
truly be called. He detected the Iniquity of the 
Uſurers in Chelſea Hoſpital, who, increaſing in 
Wickedneſs, defrauded the Penſioners out of 
more than half their Income, It was no 
rare Thing to ſee the King's Soldiers lying in 
the Streets, expoſed to all the Hardſhips of Po- 
verty, while theſe Blood-ſuckers were feaſting 
upon what the Munificence of Parliament ſo 
well intended for the Poor. The Earl of Rotbes 
found one of theſe Objects, and examining into 
his Caſe, he was ſo active in the Matter, that a 
Bill was brought into Parliament tor aboliſhing 
the inhuman Practice. 

Nor is it long ſince two other Repreſentatives 
died, viz, the Earls of Crawford and Leven, the 
former of whom added Luſtre to his Profeſſion ; 
and from a long Experience acquired in the Ger- 
man, Muſcovite, Sardinian, and Britiſh Armies, 
contributed to render the Art of War more per- 
fect than it had been before; the Number of 
Knights and Gentlemen is very great, many of 
whom of large and conſiderable Fortunes ; they 


nate deſcended from a Race of brave Men, whoſe 
X diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtic was Hoſpitality to 
Strangers, Reſolution in the Field, Sedatenefs in 


Council, Fidelity to their Sovereign, ſuch Aſſi- 
duity in the Affairs of State, as if never concerned 
in private Matters, and ſuch Application to do- 


meſtic Occurrences, as if never taken up with 


publie Buſineſs. And beſides in this County are 
tourteen Royal Boroughs, and a Multitude of 
D large 


large and populous Villages, many of whom 


and in Cloth, might be carried off in a few Hours, 


in the memorable Year 1745: For at that Pe- 


A 
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ameng the beſt and moſt opulent in the 
Nation. | 

If ſuch be the Condition, of this flouriſhing 
County, where are very large Woollen, Linnen, 
and Iron Manufactories; and that it is expoſed to 
an invading Enemy, as much as any one Part in 
England: How hard to deny them the Utfe 
of Arms? 

Should a Foreign Enemy come up to this 
County with five or ſix Ships of the Line, and 
fifty Tranſports, each carrying an hundred Men, 
and land in any of the Places upon that Coaſt, 
which they might do, if no Shipping was near to 
prevent them : All the Manufactures of Linnen, 


and thoſe of Iron might be thrown into the Sea ; 
the ſcanty Troops in the County might ſoon be 
difperfed ; the Gentlemens Houſes would quickly 


be plundered of their valuable Plate and Furni- my 
ture; the rich Mines of Coal and of Salt, with 8 
the prodigious Repoſitories of Lime, would be | * 


burnt and deſtroyed; and the Poſſeſſors be obliged of 
to fly to the other Side of the Ferth, as they did ll © 1 


riod, no ſooner was the News of the Pretenders 
Arrival at Blair confirmed, than General Preſton, | 

an Officer whoſe Name is well known in the | 
Hiſtory of the Wars of Queen Anne, repaired to 
his Poſt as Governor of the Caſtle of Edinburgh; ; 
his Friends and Relations packed up their Plate 


and Jewels, and ſent them to that Fortreſs, while 
they bs 
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they themſelves * retired before a Parcel of Men. 
whom their Forefathers would, at the Head of 
their own Tenants, have ſoon deſtroyed; and it 
is my real Opinion that if there had heen a Mi- 
litia in Fife, a ſmall Part thereof would have ſoon 
diſperſed the little Army which the Adventurer 
brought with him: And it is hard that now, after 
being Sufferers in their Property by the Inſur- 
rection of Men, whoſe Anceſtors were the Diſ- 
turbers of the Repoſe of the Kings of Scotland, 
they ſhould þe ſtill left open as a Prey to be 
ſnatched at by an invading Enemy. I hall only 
add, that the whole Sca Coaſt is a Nurſery of 
Seamen, many of whom have grown old in the 
Service of the Government; two of them are 
Admirals at this Time, vg. Lord Colvil and 
Admiral Holborn, the former of whom. has, to 
his many Services, added that of relieving the 
important Fortreſs of Quebec on the 17th of May, 
and of finiſhing the Conqueſt of Canada, by the 
Reduction of Montreal, on the 8th of September 
thereafter. Add to this, that beſide the Number 
of Hands employed in the Coal-Mines, there are 


2 upwards of 20,000 Men who have bore Arms in 
different Regiments. | 


At the breaking out of the laſt Rebellion, were 
ſix Generals, and at this Time there are four; 
one of whom, General Robert Anſtruther, whole 


Regiment had as conſiderable a Share in conquer- 
ing and ſaving Quebect, and in procuring Mon- 


fre al » 
* Sir Robert Henderſon, Sir George Prefloun, Sir Philip and 


; dir Jebn Anſtruther, &c, &c, 
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treal, as the Highlanders themſelves v. How 
ungenerous then to deny theſe People the com- 
mon Favours beſtow ed upon their Fellow Sub- 
jets? But paſſing from Fife we come to the 
County of Forfar, where, as in the former 
Shire, is the beſt Convenience for carrying on 
Trade and Commerce with the Baltick and the 


North of Germany, and as theſe increaſe, Diſ- 


affection ceaſes in Proportion: The Soil of the 
Country is generous and free, and the Fiſheries 


are inexhauſtible : The Ground is as fit for 280 


ducing Hemp, Flax, and the Materials for Lin- 
nen Cloth, as any Part in Poland or Muſcovy ; 
and in manufacturing Linnen Cloth, they equal 
the Dutch themſelves, their Materials being fully 
as good, and their Convenience of Water, and 
bleaching Greens, is far from being leſs. _ 

Theſe diſtinguiſhing Advantages flow from the 
very Source which renders'them an eaſy Prey to 
an invading Enemy : Every Perſon knows that 
the Hazard Sloop was taken by a French Man 
of War off Montroſe, December t, 1745. 
The Enemy even landed in ſome Places, and 
plundered the Inhabitants : Had a Malitia been 
at that Time upon the Coaſt, no Enemy would 
have landed, nor would the Town of Montroſe 
have been annoyed by them. 

I own that in theſe Parts the People are gene- 
rally averſe to Preſbyterian Church Government; 
but that is no Reaſon why they ſhould be Ene- 
mies to His Majeſty King George: The Gentle- 

men 
* See General Murray's Letter to Mr. Pitt, 
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men of Property are to a Man well affected: 
Their noble Repreſentative the Earl of Panmure 
has always acquitted himſelf as worthy the 
Truſt and Confidence of his auguſt and illuſtrious 
Sovereign. And as an Inſtance of the Peoples 
Loyalty, they were ſo far from joining the Corps 
of 600 Men, which landed with Lord Jobn 
Drummond from France, on the 3oth of Novem- 
ber 1745, that they facilitated the Eſcape of 
many Deſerters, and withdrew their Horſes from 
the Sea Coaſt, that theſe might not be employed 
in tranſporting the Cannon and Baggage of the 
Enemy: They withſtood the Orders that were 
iſſued out under Pain of military Execution, nor 
did any join Lord Ogilvy, except a few of the 
poorer Sort, under Pain of being burnt alive in 
their own Habitations. I might have ſhewn from 
ſeveral Places in the Seofs Hiſtory that the 
Coaſts both of Fife and the Shire of Forfar has 
been attempted by a foreign Enemy ; witneſs the 
Obeliſk erected in the Pariſh of Aberlembo, upon 
the Spot where Camus, the Daniſh General, fell 
in the great Battle between him and Malcolm 
Canmore : Other Inſtances might alſo be pro- 


X duced, but tis needleſs when Examples are freſh 


in our own Memory, In a Word, the People 
of this County have imbibed ſuch Notions of 
Trade, that they would rebel againſt no Govern- 
ment: However no Men are more ready to op- 


Poſe an invading Enemy, ſince the bad Behavi- 


our 
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our of the French, who landed with Lord Jobu 


Drummond, has tended to inflame them. 
Though the Counties which lie beyond the E/, 
the Northern Boundary of the Shire of Forfar, 


may be branded with Diſloyalty, as the Bulk of 


the Rebels in the Years 1715, 1719, and 1745, 
came from thoſe Places, yet the Times are 
changed: The Families of Diſtinction, who were 
Abettors cf the Pretender's Cauſe, are now no 


more. The Earl of Marſhal is no longer a Friend 


to his Claim ; for his Lordſhip has been lately 
reſtored to the Favour of his late Sovereign, thro 
the Interceſſion of the King of Pruſſia. 

The Family of Gordon, by far the moſt pow- 
erful in the North of Scotland, are entirely al- 
tered in Principle, and are now, through the 


_ Pains and Induſtry of the deceaſed Henrietta, 
Dutcheſs of Gordon, Daughter to the Earl of 


Peterborough, become Proteſtant : The different 
Pariſhes, which at the Revolution were planted 
by Clergymen from the Southern Parts, are now 
ſupplied by the Sons of Natives in the Country; 


ſo that the Principles of Loyalty and Affection 


are inſenſibly ſpreading through the different Parts 
of theſe extenſive juriſdictions. Add to this, 


that the Inhabitants along the Coaſts of Buchan 


are growing rich by taſting the Sweets of In- 
duſtry, ariſing from the Manufacturies erected 
among them. In a Word the Families of Diſ- 
tinction, who were Nonconformiſts, are entirely 
removed from theſe Parts. 


But to proceed a little Northward : Is not the 
whole 
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whole County of Bamf in the Hands of Gen- 
tlemen remarkable for Loyalty, and who have 
ſerved the Government faithfully in the worſt of 
Times: No Man alive will doubt the Loyalty of 
the Earls of Finlater and Fife, of General Aber- 
cromby, and others whom we might name : 
Nay the laſt Rebellion, tho” it began in Scotland, 
is a ſufficient Proof of the Loyalty of the People; 
for in the whole Kingdom not above 7000 Men, 
out of one Million five hundred thoufand Inhabi- 
tants, were engaged in it, 

After croſſing the Spey, we enter into a County 
where Diſaffection has greatly diminiſhed ; nor 
can a Place be found in the whole Northern Di- 
viſion where are more Enemies to the Houſe of 
Stuart, than in the Shire of Murray. 

The firſt Diſguſt againſt that Family aroſe 
from the pulling down the noble Fabrick of the 
Church at E/gin by the Earl of Buchan, in the 
Year 1347; when this, by far the moſt beauti- 
ful and ſtately Ornament in the Kingdom, I had 
almoſt ſaid in Britain, was ruined thro” private 
Reſentment, occaſioned by a Diſpute between 
his Lordſhip and the Biſhop of Murray: Num- 
bers of other Incidents tended to inflame that 
Hatred; and now the Gentlemen of Property are 
wholly in the Intereſt of the Government, as in- 
deed they were Anno 1715; and it is obſervable 
that a Part of their Militia retook Inverneſs from 
the Rebels in that memorable Year, 

What is ſaid of Murray may be applied to the 
little Shire of Nairn, a Place extreamly well 

| ſituated 
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ſituated for Trade, and very improvable from its 
natural Advantages. 

To Nairn joins the Shire of Inverneſs, by far 
the largeſt, but by far the thinneſt inhabited of 
any in Scotland“. It is divided into different 
Diſtricts, or Hundreds, and of Old was parcelled 
out among the Clans F, who are either greatly 
diminiſhed in their Number, or much curtailed 
in their Property ; and many of the Natives are 
at this Time out of the Country, and may ſerve 
as Hoſtages for the good Behaviour of thoſe left 
behind. 

Theſe Adventurers have been the happy Inſtru- 
ments of procuring the moſt ſubſtantial Advan- 
tages, and contributed as much as any Corps in 
the King's Army towards obtaining the Laurels 
which adorned the Temples of our late Sovereign 
in the Years 1758 and 1759. Did they not be- 
have with uncommon Gallantry at Louisbourg ? 
Did they not aſſault Camps, and ſtorm Armies 


* There is in it but one Royal Borough, a ſmall Village, 
and about 30,000 Inhabitants, 


$ Strathſpey and Glenmoriſton, the Reſidence of the Grants ; 
Badenach of the Macpherſons ; Lochabar of the Camerons, 
and the M* Donalds of the Families of Kyppoch, Glengary and 
Glenco; Appin of the Stuarts; the Aird and Stratherrick of 
the Frazers; Strath Glaſs of the Chiſbolms; Strath Nairn of 
the M Iuteſbes, and the ſeveral Branches of the Catti ; Slate; 
Glenele, and the Iſle of Sky, is the Habitation of the chief 
M. Donalds, the M*Kinnons and M. Queens; the Iſland Lewis 
belor g3 to the M Kenziet; Harris to the M Cleads; North 
and South Ur to the M. Donalds of Clanronald's Family 3 
and Barra belongs to the Neils. 
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at Ticonderaga? Did they not brave the Seaſon, 
the Climate, and the Sword at Guadaloupe and 
Martinico? Did they 'not climb up Rocks and 
Precipices at Quebec, when it fell into the Hands 
of the Engliſb? Did they not perform Prodigies 
of Valour at the unfortunate Battle of the 28th 
of April, 1760, when they dyed their Swords 
in the Blood of their Enemies, and were. only 
fought down by the Saperiority of Numbers, 
aſſiſted by the Regiment of, Rou/illon ? 

'Tis true, theſe Clans, except the Grants of 
Strathſpey, who embraced a Neutrality, and the 


V Leods of Harris, were in the unfortunate Re- ' 


bellions that ſtigmatize the Scots Nation in gene- 
ral; but then it is to be obſerved, that the Crime 
was but flight as to them, fince they were under 
a tyrannical Vaſſalage to their Superiors, from 
which by the Wiſdom of the Government 
they are now entirely freed, And ſince their 
Liberty, have they not attoned as much as 
Men can do for their Offences? Many of thoſe 
who thro* Blindneſs ſtood upon the Fields of 
Falkirk and Culloden, in Oppoſition to his Majeſty, 
have fallen in foreign Climes in his Service. 

'Tis a Maxim founded in the Nature of 
Things, that after Puniſhment no Offence ſhould 
be named, no Reſentment ſhould continue of it ; 
nor ſhould the immediate Deſcendants even of a 
Traitor be precluded from enjoying any Offices in 


te State: This was expreſsly declared by the 


Diet of Sweden after the Death of Count Lewen- 
baupt and General Bugenbreke, Anno 17433 and 
E about 
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about five Vears ago, after the Execution of Count 


Eric Brabe for High Treaſon; and ought to be 


adopted in the Caſe of the Offenders in North 
Britain, The King's Forces have had their Will 
of the Inſurgents: The Law has taken off the 
Ringleaders : Many of the inferior Sort have pe- 
riſhed by Vermin on Shipboard; and others have 
met Death upon Scaffolds and Gibbets in all its 
ghaſtly Attire, The Conduct of the Cumberland 
Jury is not forgotten at Carliſe; where the Ten- 


derneſs, nay the Advice of the Judges“ was 


ſcarce able to reſtrain their Havock: A lively 
Idea remains of the flaming Sword of I 7 
which ovrtook the Priſoners at Southwark, not- 
withſtanding the Indulgence and Mercy of Lord 
Chief Juſtice Villes, and the other Judges; The 
narrow Eſcape of Sir James Kinloch and his Bro- 
ther, may have made full as deep an Impreſſion 
as the Executions of Hamiltoun, Wedderbourn, or 
Townley : The Caſe is too finglar to be paſſed 
over: 

Theſe Gentlemen had been arraigned before 
the ordinary Jury, but as the Caſe promiſed to be 
long, and that the Court was weary, the Trial 
was put off 'till next Day, when the twelve 
Judges of England ſat upon the Indictment, and 
another Jury was called, the former being diſ- 
charged. The Council for the Priſoners moved 


againſt | 


* Lord Chief Baron Parker, Mr. Juftice J/right, 
Mr, Juſtice Burnett, Mr. Juſtice Denniſon ; all Gentlemen 
of the utmoſt Lenity, Moderation, and Temper, 
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againſt the Legality of arraigning them before 
any other Jury than that which at firſt was 
charged with them. The Opinion of the Judges 
was given, and Mr, Juſtice Mrigbt differed from 
the Whole; for his Judgment was that no other 
Jury had a Power to try the Priſoners except that 
efore whom they firſt were called. However, his 
Opinion was over-ruled ; the Priſoners were tried, 
caſt, and condemned, but ſuch Tenderneſs was 
ſhewn that the Sentence was never executed. 
Since the Sword of Jultice hath been ſheathed, 
every Thing has been done for eſtabliſhing that 
Conſtitution which the Rebellion was intended 
to ſubvert; the moſt wholeſome Laws have been 
provided againſt any future Inſurrection, and the 
People are no longer under that flaviſh Vaſſalage 
to their Chieftains, which drowned them in Ig- 
norance, fettered them with the ſtrong Chains of 
Bondage and Oppreſſion, and irrecoverably ſunk 
them in an Abyſs of Miſery and Want; they 
know that they are free *, and ſenſible of that 
Liberty which their Anceſtors never dream'd of, 
they have already evidenced their Gratitude by a 
manly Exertion of the Arms with which they 
have been entruſted, Nay it is obſervable, that 
in the laſt Rebellion the Chicttains were obliged 


to uſe all their Authority before they could com- 


pel their Vaſſals to take up Arms in the Preten- 
| E 2 der's 


There was an Act of Parliament in King James the VIch's 
Time for aboliſhing the Vaſlalage, but as the People knew uo 
Language but the £r/e, fo they were ignorant of it, 
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der's Service. Was not the bloody Croſs ſent 


 am6rg Lord Lovat's Dependants, and yet not 
above one third Part of theſe could be brought 
into the Scheme? And if the People diſcovered 


ſuch Averſion at that Time, what may not be 


expected from them now ? 

What is ſaid of Inverneſs may in ſome Degree 
be aſſerted of Roſs-Sb:ire, and the little Count 
of Cromarty ; where the Friends to the Conſti- 
tution are equal at leaſt to that of her Enemies. 
In many Places are Men, nay Families, of true 
Revolution Principles, and whoſe Services have 
been oft'ner than once acknowledged by our late 
moſt gracious Sovereign. 

The People of Sutherland, tho' very poor, are 
yet abundantly loyal ; nothing is to be appre- 
hended from that Quarter, nor yet from Caith- 
' neſs, a Shire ſo fertile in all the Conveniencies of 
Life, and fo replete with whatever is fit for Man, 
that they have no Thoughts of altering their 
own Condition, which can hardly be better than 
It 18. 

Having thus given a general Sketch of the 
Country, I cannot paſs from the Subject without 
cbſerving that the Militia in the different Parts of 
Scetland, be ſides thoſe who appeared in Arms at 
the Battle cf Falkirk, were of the greateſt Ad- 
vantage; a Party of theſe ſeized at Dumfries up- 
on thirty-four Waggons loaded with Baggage be- 
longing to the Pretender's Army in their Way to 
England : The Militia of the Shire of Dumbarton 
muttered in Arms for the Royal Cauſe, The 


ſeveral | 


Ch 
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ſeveral Gentlemen of the Name of Smollet, Na- 
pier, and Graham, eſpouſed the ſame Intereſt. 
The Uſefulneſs of the Country People was every 
where apparent; for no ſooner did the Regular 
Forces ſet Foot in Scotland than the Farmers for 
thirty Miles round brought in their Horſes to help 
them out in their March, and to eaſe them of 
their Fatigue, Did not a conſiderable Number 
from among the twenty independent Highland 
Companies raiſed by the Care of the Lord Preſi- 
dent of the Seſſion, march in the very middle of 
Winter to fight the French Invaders, and ſuch as 
Joined them, under the Command of Lord Lewis 
Drummond, Son to the Earl of Meljort, who 
had long been an Exile in France? And did not 
the Militia of Stratbnavern give the firſt Blow 
to the Pretender's Cauſe? Did they not ſeize up- 
on the Hazard Sloop, when loaded with Arms 
and Ammunition for the Chevalier's Party ? Did 
they not in a Body attack the Crew, and ſuch as 
were with them, while on their March with 
the Money to the Camp of the Adventurer ? 
Was not the late unfortunate Earl of Cromar 

taken with his Son, and the whole Body of his 
Forces diſperſed on the Day preceding the Battle 
of Culleden by a Party of the Militia ; and now 


theſe Men are to be denied the common Privi- 


leges of their Fellow Subjects? I have only to 
add, that the People in the North Highlands are 
at this Time ſtrict Profeſſors of the Religion of 
the Church of Scotland, it being no new Thing 


to ſee as great a Multitude upon the Occaſion of 
| a 
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a Sacrament, as ſometimes attends Maſter Wh:te- 
field in Moorfields, or Mr, Weſtley at Oxford, or at 
the Tabernacle by Newpore Market, 

But leaving theſe Conſiderations, an Incident 
lately happened, if it may be called an Incident, 
which more than any other may render the Go- 
vernment extreamly eaſy from any Apprehenſions 
of a Rebellion in that Quarter: The Matter is 
too much to the Honour of an illuſtrious Perſon 
to be paſſed over in Silence, and as it is one of the 
fineſt Anecdotes in the Scottiſh Hiſtory, ſo we 
ſhall trace out the ſame. | 

From the earlieſt Period of Time in the Re- 
cords of Scotland we find that a Caſtle was al- 
ways looked upon as abſolutely neceſſary at Inver- 


nes; and accordingly it continued upon one Spot 


*till the Time of Oliver Cromwell, who blew up 
that Fortification, and built another nearer the 
Habour ; ſtill holding it as a Maxim, that a Fort 
was abſolutely — there: At the Reſtora- 
tion Olivers Fort was razed to the Ground, the 
old one was rebuilt, and continued to be aug- 
mented with many Outworks and Conveniencies, 
at a vaſt Expence to the Government, particu- 
larly in the Years 1732 and 1733, til the 18th 
of March 1746, when Major George Grant, 
Brother to the Chieftain of that Name, did, in 
Oppoſition to the Voice of the Garriſon and of 
the Gunner, ſurrender it into the Hands of the 
young Chevalier, who ordered the Works to be 


blowa up directly. 


After 8 
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After the Battle of Culladen, His Royal Higb- 
neſs the Duke of Cumberland viſited the ruined 
Works, and expreſſing His Surprize that a Fort 
ſhould be built on a Spot commanding no Paſs 
nor navigable River, and in all Reſpects void of 


the ſeveral Advantages that ought in the Nature 


of Things to conſtitute a Fortification, he pre- 
ferred the Place which old Oliver had fixed upon: 
However the Magiſtrates would not diſpoſe of - 
this ſmall Parcel of Ground “, but at a Price 
which might be ſufficient to purchaſe the whole 
Town, His Highneſs. rode out with his Engi- 
neers, and took a View of the Coaſt ; fo getting 
over the falſe Maxim that a Fort was abſolutely 
neceſſary at Inverneſs, he judged, and very truly, 
that if a Fort was built near it, the fame might 
be more for the King's Service. He had not 
rode above eight Miles till he came to a Point of 
Land called Arderſcir, which lies oppoſite Roſo- 
markney in Roſiſbire: Between theſe Places is a 
Gutt, two Miles over, which begins at the great 
Sea that ſpreads between the Coaſt of Norway 
and Scotland, and propagates itſelf for twelve 
Miles without making a good or ſafe Harbour, 
except at the Place where the Inlet begins. The 
Proprietor of this obſcure Place, Mr. Campbell of 
Calder, was more docile than the Magiſtrates of 
Inverneſs, and made a Preſent to his Royal 
Highneſs of that large Piece of waſte Ground, 
near the Point, which ſcarcely yielded Paſture for 
a few Sheep in the Summer Seaſon. All of a 

ſudden 

It ſcarcely contains one ſquare Acre, 


7 in ot a+: 
Sudden five Hundred Men were fet to Wok; 
Architects, Maſons, Joyners, and Labourers 
were employed; and while the former were 
building the Fortreſs, which was contrived by 
his Royal Highneſs, who ſuperintended the Plan 
of it, the latter were occupied in cutting a Canal 
from the Sea to the Gut quite round it; fo that 
the Fortreſs, which is a Square regularly flanked, 
and ſtrengthned by all Kind of Outworks, is a 
perfect Iſland, defended by a deep wet Ditch to- 


ward the Country; and on the Wings and Front 


by the Sea, which laſt conſtitutes a Harbour 
where the largeſt Ships in the World may lie 
with Safety. 

Without the Ditch a large and populous Village 
is built, and many conſiderable Merchants have 
ſettled in it for the Conveniency of Trade and 
Commerce, A Road has been cut from Perth to 
that Fort, which is full thirty Miles nearer than 
that known by the Name of General Fade's 
Road to Inverneſs, the whole Country is en- 
riched by it; the Barracks can contain fix 
thouſand Men, and in its preſent Situation is as 
capable of holding out a Siege as any one Fort in 


* | 

What Man alive could have thought, about 
twenty Vears ago, that the ſolitary Place Arder- 
ſeir would have put on ſo gay and fo brilliant an 
Aſpect? Had a Genius told the People in that 
Neighbourhood of the wonderful Change, they 
would, like the Ghoſt of Aneas, have been de. 
lighted with the ProſpeR of what was to come ; 

on an 
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and have been overjoyed to think that a beautiful 
Structure, nay a Town, worthy of being called 
by the Name of their Sovereign “, ſhonld ariſe 
among them. 

I have long been of Opinion, that every Man, 
poſſeſſed of an Eſtate, ought narrowly to ſearch 
after what might be of public Utility: The Bri- 
tiſo Parliament now give the utmoſt ny a, of 
ment to ſuch Enquiries; many large Heaths, 
Commons,þnd waſteGrounds, have been improved 
within theſe few Months throughout England: 
To pry into the Conveniencies of what is within 
a Man's 1 and is included within his 
own Property, is a Duty incumbent upon ever 
Perſon of Fortune; it is what he 5 1 to 55 
King, to his Country, and to his God: Every 
generous Breaſt has conſidered ſuch Searches as 
Actions of the nobleſt Kind, the Fruit of an 
elevated Genius, Fellow Citizens have ho- 
noured them with Wreaths of Encomium, and 
adorned them with the civic Crowns of Applauſe, 
Cicero has preferred the Founders of Cities to 
the greateſt Conquerors; and to the Honour of 
the Shire of Fife, a County as capable of ſup- 
porting a Militia as any in Scotland, and as much 
expoſed to an Invaſion as any in South-Britain : 
the Proprietors there have traced the Advantages 
pointed out by Nature ; an Inſtance of which I 
ſhall give. | 

A Gentleman in the Neighhourhood of the 
Earl of Morton's Seat, Ps poſſeſſed of an inex- 


hauſtible 


* Hzc tum nomina erunt, ſunt jam fine nomine terre. 
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for ſaving a Number of Lives. 
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Hauftible Coal and Salt-Work, found out an ob- 


ſcure Place, at which, however, Nature had 
formed a beautiful Inlet of the Sea, and a Depth 
of Water ſufficient to contain the largeſt Shipe; 
he purchaſed the Ground from its Proprietor, 
erected a Pier at his own Expence, and built 
Houſes near it: The Harbour being finiſhed, 
many People came to ſettle in the Place ; fo that 


now it has reared its Head, and forms a more ac- 


ceſſible and ſafe Retreat to Veſſels in ſtormy. 
Weather, than that of the Royal Borough Inner- 
keithing, in its Neighbourhood. 

The Gentleman is the lineal Repreſentative of 
a very antient Family, whoſe Bravery has been 
diſplayed in foreign Countries, whoſe diſtin- 
guiſhed Merit has ſhone in ſeveral Reigns, and 
whoſe Loyalty remains untainted : Many of its 
Branches haye been regaled in Sweden, Denmark, 
Germany and France ; nor is he himſelf the un- 
worthy Son of ſuch famous and renowned An- 
ceſtors; for abſtracting from the moſt amiable 
Diſpoſition, and the moſt endearing Generoſity 


of Heart, he has had Eyes to ſee what lay hid 


from Ages; Goodneſs to improve it to the beſt. 


Advantage; and a Spirit to carry it into Execu- 
tion for the public Utility : He has built a Har- 
bour at a Place * which had not a Name! and 
future Ages will gratefully remember the Man 
who did ſo much for preventing Shipwrecks, and 


If 


* Now called Copernaum; 
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If ſuch be the Condition of the Country in 
peneral, if the Inhabitants of the Southern Parts 
be loyal to a Man; if the People of the Weſtern 
Diviſion, and of the Shire of Fife, be almoſt ſo; 
and if DifaffeAion has ceaſed in the Northern 
Diſtrict; if the Principal among the Nobility can 
treat the Abettors of the Pretender with Con- 
tempt, and in the Midſt of Danger, I had al- 
molt ſaid the Jaws of Death, expreſs the Senti- 
ments of a great Soul, which never Roman could 
outdo ; if the Gentlemen of Property lay up a 
Fund of Satisfaction in their own Breafts, 
and intail a Bleſſing upon their Poſterity, by 
ſtudying the Publick Good, why ſuch Diſcou- 
ragment? Why put a Sword in the Hands of 
Foreigners for wounding the Scottiſh Nation and 
Name? A Name admired at Home for Fidelity, 
regaled in every Clime for Strictneſs of Diſcipline, 


' and dreaded for Intrepidity, the greateſt of Fo- 


reign Potentates having committed their Palaces 
and Perſons to the Protection of a Scots Guard, 

It isa Maxim founded in the Nature of Things, 
that no Country can be too ſecure in Time of 
War ; and that when any Thing remains undone 
towards finiſhing a political Syſtem, every wiſe 
Man ought to think that nothing as yet is done, 
The denying a Militia to Scotland is à direct un- 
doing of ail that has been done; 'tis a Contra» 
diction to the Act of Parliament as it ſtands, and 
which was formed in Conſequence of a Con- 
viction, that a © well ordered and well diſciplined 
«« Militia is cflentially neceſſary to the Safety, 

F 2 Peace, 


. 
* Peace, and Proſperity of this Kingdom.” If 
the Government really thinks an Invaſion practi- 
cable, pray what Safety can there be while near 
one Half of the United Kingdom is left expoſed ; 
and what Peace or Proſperity can be expected, 


where Cauſe of Murmuring is given; and partial 


D ſtinctions are made? 

- The Security of England from an Invaſion by 
Foreigners, was what the Government propoſed 
by eſtabliſhing a Militia but how South-Britain 
can be ſecured, while North-Britain is left open, 
is a Myſtery to me: If indeed the former was ſe- 
parated from the latter by a Channel, as Jreland 
is from Great-Britain, or by a Strait, as Zealand 


is from Schonen by the Scund; or if a navigable 


River run between them, as the Veſer does be- 
tween Weſtphalia and Hanover, or as the Thames 
flows between Middleſex and Surry, Eſex and 
Kent; or even as the Humber divides Lincolnfhire 
from Tork/bire, the Myſtery would diſappear ; 
but the Caſe is otherwiſe ; for tho' the Tweed di- 
vides South and North-Britain at Berwick, and 
the E/ ſeparates the two Nations at Solway Firth, 
yet there are many Pariſhes, many great Eſtates, 
nay whole Counties, that lie on the South Side 
of the Tweed, belonging to Scotland, which for 
many Miles is as cloſe to England as Kent is to 
Surry, Surry to Hampſhire, or Kent is to Suſſex; 
ſo that in many Places a hundred thouſand Men 
can march out of the one into the other, without 
the leaſt natural Obſtruction: Tis true Scotland 
does not lie ſo near France as the extended _ 
| Ales om 
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from Dover to the Land's End; but then the 
Scots Shore is more contiguous to Denmark and 
Sueden, ind conſequently more liable to an Inva- 
ſion from the Sweats and Ruſfians, who are now 
the Allies of our natural Enemy; and it is ob- 
ſervable that when J. Murray of Broughton went 
to Paris in the Year 1742, with a Copy of the 
Aſſociation for bringing in the Pretender, the old 
Cardinal Fleury propoſed that the Invaſion; in Fa- 
vour of the Scheme, ſhould be made by a Body 
of Swedes; for, as theſe are a Proteſtant People, 
ſaid his Eminence, tbey are more likely to give leſs 
Offence to the Britiſh Nation than a Body of Ca. 
tholics are *. Add to this, the Engliſß Coaſt is 
defended by many Forts and Garnſons ; whereas 
on the Scottiſh Coaſt there is not a Fort of any 
Strength or Conſequence, except Fort George at 
Arderſir; nor is an Invaſion from Foreigners in- 
tirely chimerical ; witneſs the dreadful Defeat of 
the Norwegians at Largs, in the Shire of Renfrew ; 
of the Danes at Kinloſs, in the Shire of Murray; 
at Lancartie, in Perthſhire ; at Kingborn, in the 
County of Fife ; at Aberlemno, in the County of 
Forfar ; and of the Spaniards at Glenſbiel, ſo late 
as the Year 1719. 

If we compare the Situation of Things at this 
Time, with that in the memorable Year 1745, 
the leſs Reaſon will be found for Diſtinction and 
Partiality. 

At that Time Britain was in the fifth Year of 

a deſtructive War againſt France and Spain; at 
| this 

® See Cerretary Murrays Depoſition in Lord Lovar's Trial. 
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e Peace, and Proſperity of this Kingdom.” If 
the Government really thinks an Invaſion praQti- 
cable, pray what Safety can there be while near 
one Half of the United Kingdom is left expoſed ; 
and what Peace or Proſperity can be expected, 


where Cauſe of Murmuring is given, and partial 


D ſtinctions are made? 

The Security of England from an Invaſion by 
Foreigners, was what the Government propoſed 
by eſtabliſhing a Militia but how South-Britarn 
can be ſecured, while North-Britain is left open, 
is a Myſtery to me: If indeed the former was ſe- 
parated from the latter by a Channel, as Ireland 
is from Great-Britain, or by a Strait, as Zealand 


is from Schonen by the Scund; or if a navigable 


River run between them, as the Yeſer does be- 
tween Weſtphalia and Hanover, or as the Thames 
flows between Middleſex and Surry, Eſſex and 
Kent; or even as the Humber divides Lincolnfhire 
from 7orkſhire, the Myſtery would diſappear ; 
but the Caſe is otherwiſe; for tho' the Tweed di- 
vides South and North-Britain at Berwick, and 
the Ey ſeparates the two Nations at Solway Firth, 
yet there are many Pariſhes, many great Eſtates, 
nay whole Counties, that lie on the South Side 
of the Tweed, belonging to Scotland, which for 
many Miles is as cloſe to England as Kent is to 
Surry, Surry to Hampſhire, or Kent is to Suſſex ; 
ſo that in many Places a hundred thouſand Men 
can march out of the one into the other, without 
the leaſt natural Obſtruction: Tis true Scotland 


does not lie ſo near France as the extended Coaſt 
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from Dover to the Land's End; but then the 
Scots Shore is more contiguous to Denmark and 
Sweden, and conſequently more liable to an Inva- 
fion from the Sweats and Ruſians, who are now 
the Allies of our natural Enemy ; and it is ob- 
ſervable that when F. Murray of Broughton went 
to Paris in the Year 1742, with a Copy of the 
Aſſociation for bringing in the Pretender, the old 
Cardinal Fleury propoſed that the Invaſion; in Fa- 
your of the Scheme, ſhould be made by a Body 
of Swedes; for, as theſe are a Proteſtant People, 
faid his Eminence, they are more likely to give leſs 
Offence to the Britiſh Nation than a Body of Ca. 
tholics are . Add to this, the Engliſß Coaſt is 
defended by many Forts and Garnifons ; whereas 
on the Scottiſh Coaſt there is not a Fort of any 
Strength or Conſequence, except Fort George at 
Aruerſeir; nor is an Invaſion from Foreigners in- 
ticely chimerical ; witneſs the dreadful Defeat of 
the Norwegians at Largs, in the Shire of Renfrew ; 
of the Danes at Kink, in the Shire of Murray; 
at Lancartie, in Perthſhire ; at Kingborn, in the 
County of Fife ; at Aberlemno, in the County of 
Forfar ; and of the Spaniards at Glenſbiel, ſo late 
as the Year 1719. 

If we compare the Situation of Things at this 
Time, with that in the memorable Year 1745, 
the leſs Reaſon will be found for Diſtinction and 
Partiality. 

At that Time Britain was in the fifth Year of 

a deſtructive War againſt France and Spain; at 
this 

* See Serretary Murrays Depoſition in Lord Lovat's Trial. 
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this Time ſhe is in the fifth Year of a War ſingly 
againſt France; but then ſhe ſupports one of the 
German Princes againſt two Empires, aſſiſted by 
the Swedes ; ſhe pays double the Subſidies of what 
ſhe paid then ; and the Expence of ſupporting an 
Army under Prince Is Ss is much greater 
than at any Period of the laſt War, or even that of 
Queen Arne : The Taxes are higher ; her Acqui- 
fitions upon the Continent of America are even a 
Burthen to her; for it will take ſome Time to 
bind up the Wounds of Canada, and our other 
Conqueſts; whereas France has none to maintain; 
and it is well obſerved by an ingeniovs Author, 
France was lukewarm with regard to Canada *; 
which certainly muſt be a Drawback upon her, 
when involved in a German War. 
On the other Hand, though the Court of Ver- 
faillks ſeems, from a general Review of her Con- 
duct, to have been infatuated in her Councils; 
yet, upon conſidering the Matter ſeriouſly, her 
Caſe, at this Time, will not appear ſo very much 
worſe than in the NE J 1745, as to 
admit the Denial of a Militia to Scotland, to be 
juſt; equitable, or expedient ; for four Years to- 
gether the had, till the Battle of Fortenoy, been 
viſited with the Frowns of Adverſity, and in- 
volved in an intolerable Expence: The Elector of 
Bavaria, known by the Re of Charles VII, 
when quite ſtripped of his Dominions, was man- 
tained in all the Splendour ef an Emperor by 
| Lewis 


* Remarks on the Letter to two Great Men; publiſhed 
by F. aud R. Dedſicy. * 
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Lewis XV. whoſe Cofters were likewiſe emptied, 
in order to ſupport his Candidate for the Crown 
of Sweden, and to bring about a Revolution at 
Peterſburgh : He likewiſe kept up vaſt Armies 
both in Germany and in Bohemia, not to mention 
thoſe in Italy and Provence: His Army in Bo- 
hemia was ſo ruined, that of an hundred thouſand 
Men, one fifth Part of which was Cavalry, only 
thirty thouſand eſcaped from Prague, in a ſhat- 
tered Condition, under the Marſhal Belliſſe; 
another ſhared the ſame Fate under M. Broglic, 
whoſe Skill and Addreſs in making the Germans 
murder each other was not unknown to his Con- 
ſtituents ;. nor was the Army under M. de Noailles 
in a better Condition: The Defeat of his Troops 
at Dettingen brought on a Chain of "Diſaſters, 
which obliged the French Army to repaſs the 
Rhine : Nor were their Misfortunes in Tay 
ſmall; and it is obſervable that the Advantages 

reaped by France in Flanders, even after the 

Battle of Fontenoy, were always ballanced by 

ſome Loſs or other ſuſtained by her Troops who 

were acting againſt the King of Sardinia : Add 

to all this, that her Fleet, in Conjunction with 

that of Spain, was beat near Toulon on the 11th 

of February, 1744. In a Word her Treaſury 

was drained, and her Armies dwindled into No- 

thing by the Sword, Famine, and other Ca- 

lamities; and yet, under theſe Misfortunes, ſhe 

ichemed the Project of making a Diverſion in 
Britain by Means of the young Chevalier, 


At 


. — 
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At this Fime her Allies are more numerous and 
powerful than in the laſt War, While our Ally 
ſeems to be oppreſſed 2 his Enemies; the fre- 
went Repulſes of our Troops in Germany, with 
the Devallation occaſioned by the Change of 
Climate, and other fatal Circumſtances, are little 
leſs in their Conſequences than thoſe ſubſequent 
on the Battle of Fontenoy. Many malignant 
Subjects, both from Britain and Ireland, are 
in the Service of France, while many Subjects 
of that Crown are kindly entertained in Britain; 
and no doubt, like theſe in the laſt Rebellion, 
are ready to eſpouſe the Cauſe of their grand Mo- 
narch : A Pretender to the Crown may eaſily be 
had. The Hiſtory of England abounds with Pre- 
fenders, and no leſs than two have appeargd in 
Sweden fince the Death of Charles XII; another 


| Perth may appear; another Kilmarnock may be 


deluded ; as may a Morgan, a Townley, a Fletcher, 
and a Blood? Nor can we doubt but Men of diſ- 
ſolute Lives, and deſperate Fortunes, may be 
found, It is not incredible, that the French Mi- 
niſtry are equally ſolicitous to diſturb. the inward, 
Repoſe of Great Britain, as a little before that 
Period, when the young Chevalier, attended by 
the Duke of Richliew, and M. Saxe, put to Sea 
with a formidable Armament from Dunkirk, 
and proceeded till within Sight of. his native 
Country, as M. Voltaire phraſes it “, when he 
was driven back by a Storm; and all this was 


$ Lib. Sat. VI. I. 52, 59. 
See the Age of Louis XIV. Pal. I. 
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done before the Fifteenth- of February, 1944, 


when his Majeſty ordered the Information to be 


laid before the Parliament. | 
The Marine of France is not annihilated: She 
has many Ships of Force, one of whom the 
al Lewis of 116 Guns, and the Prothze of 


| ow which laſt has by taking the Ajax Eaft- 


aman, a Ship worth 400000 /, delivered 
M. Buſy, and his immenſe Treaſures, from the 
Engliſh, and enabled the French to carry on the 
War, Nay her Privateers have made ſach 
Havock of our Merchantmen both in Europe 
and America, that one would be apt to think 
the Maſters af theſe were in good Terms with 
the Enemy. | ane ; 
But are not North Britons the King's Subjects? 
Have they not a Right to defend their Count 
againſt foreign and domeſtic Enemies? The Diſ- 
tinction Lowlanders and Highlanders has 
been laid aſide: The Antipathy between theſe 
has been hurled away by an unparalled Zeal for 
moting the Glory of their King. The one 
alf of the High/and Regiment has through the 


| Courſe of the War been compoſed of Men 


from the Lowlands of : Scotland ; and from theſe 
Parts are upwards of Seventy Thouſand Men in 
the Service of the Government; And no leſs 
than Thirty Thouſand have been raiſed within 
theſe five Vears; two Thirds of whom have 
been killed in Battle and by the Change of 
Climate. And if the Scots Nation diſcover ſuch 


true Magnanimity at wy incorporate one 9 


: 
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the other, and unite with Men between whoſe 
Forefathers and theit own a Hatred exiſted in alt 
its Rancour, why ſhould the Legiſlature diſcourage 
the happy Junction by making national Diſtine- 
tions? Is there a County in Scotland! whoſe Free- 
holders have not taken the Oaths to the Govern- 
ment ? A Borough whoſe Magiftrates have nog 
done the fame? And can any Men endowed 
with the leaſt Generofity. of Sentiment think 
that the Whole defire. Arms to rebel? 

Tho the Inſutrections againſt their Majeſties 
King George I. and II. of glorious Memory be- 


gun in Scotland, yet theſe were ſo much oppoſed 


by North Britons in general, that with Propriety 
they may be called the Suppreſſors of both; 
for abſtracting from the. Militia raiſed in diffe- 
rent Parts of the Country, did not the Glaſgow 
Battalion guard the Paſſage of the Fortb on the 
Day of the Action at Dumblain? Did not the 
principal Nobility attend: Jabn Duke of Argyle 
as Volunteers! The Dukes of Dauglaſi and Rox- 
burgh, the Earls of Rathes, Leven, Haddingtoun, 
and Leudon charged at the Head of the Cavalry, 
the Earl of ay received two Wounds, and 
Archibald Douglaſs Eat) of Forfar twenty- 
four, 71 ; . 84). "i 

The above Earl of ay died Duke of Argyle, 
April 15, 1761, aged 79 ; and here it will not 
be improper to draw a Character of him. 
The high Station of Juſtice-General of Scot- 
land and Keeper of the Great Seal there, 
with a numerous Train of Places and N 
me | i 
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did not ſo, much Honour to him, as they derived 
Luſtre from him: And tho he was adorned with 
all the Crowns that Glory itſelf could fix upom tlie 
Head of a Subject, yet theſe and the Confidence 
repoſed in him by four ſucceſſive Sovereigns, 
did not ſo much enoble him as his own Merit and 


; perſonal Accompliſhments, which rendered him 


a compleat Judge both of Men and of Things. 
He could write a Letter in eight different Lan- 
guages; he underſtood Botany, Chemiſtry, and 
all the Practice of Phyſic; the ingenious' Con- 
ſtruction of Watches and Clocks, nay of all the 
Machines depending upon Mechaniſm ;. with all 
the Branches of the Mathematics, of natural 
and moral Philoſophy: He had digeſted the 
Laws of his Country, and- could ſpeak. upon 


them with a majeſtic and diſtinguiſhing Scdate- 


nels ; a charming and irreſiſtible Eloquence ! He 
was a ſtedfaſt Friend, no cruel Enemy; and, 
abſtracting from the Scheme of raifing the Inde- 
pendant Highland Companies in Scotland, and 
promoting the Manufactories and Fiſheries thro” 
the gs Dominions, by which Millions had 
Bread, he at a moderate Computation ſettled 
Fifty-tour Thouſand Individuals in civil and 
military Employments: A Man, like Ceſar, chief 
in Peace and War ! While at the School of 1:- 
verara and Univerſity of Glaſgow he was no leſs 
remarkable for a prodigious Strength of Body, and 
a ſurprizing Agility, than admired in the Senate 
and in the Privy Council, when Actions his 


Verdi, and Words bis Afions grac d. 
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He ibo from Heaven remote to Heaven did . 
With Strength of Mind, and trode the Aby/s Above 
Well pleas'd eas be Io walk along the Sphere 
* Of rolling Star s, and travel with the Year. 
With more than buman Skill be ſcal' 4 the Height 
Of Atlas, — — the Heav'nly Weight ; 
Aud now his condeſcending Eyes ſurvey © 
A Aortals wandring ow the "op 


But, to return: 


Did not a Party of the well. affected Militia 
afiſt General Wightman in defeating the Spa- 
mards at the Battle of Glen/biel, y 1719 : 
And whoeyer conſults the Liſts of the killed and 
wounded during the laſt Rebellion, will find 
that the Lofs in evety Battle fell chiefly 4 
the Scots in the King's Service. 

From all which Confiderations not only the 
Inhabitants of North Briton but even thoſe of 


her Ifles ought to be entruſted with Arms; and 


the rather, as the Iſles of Zetland and Orkney, 
which about three Centuries ago were equally 
deſpiſed by the Courts of Denmark and Scot- 


land, are now found to produce as teaming a 
Vintage as the verdant Banks of the Thames. - 


| To Arthur Nicbolſan of Lechend, and Magnus 


Henderſon of Gardie was owing the wonderful. 


Diſcovery z the former of whom had as exten- 


ſive a Genius for Trade as any Merchant in Eu- 


e, and the latter, abſtracting from a majeſtic 


Comelinef of Perſon, which even diſtinguiſhed 


him among the Great, poſſeſſed the more refined. 
Accompliſhments 
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Accompliſhments of the Underftanding ; his Skill 
in the French and Italian Languages, his Alert- 
neſs at the Dutch, the Swediſh and German 
Tongues, did not ſo much enoble him as a 
Goodneſs of Heart, which never look'd upon 
the Poor without Feeling for them! the Relief 
of thoſe who were ſtarving amidſt the moſt 
exuberant Plenty, more than any perſonal Inte- 
reſt, prompted him to enquire into all the Ar- 
ticles that might promote the Herring, the Cod, 
the Ling and the Tuſk Fiſheries: . 

Theſe amiable Gentlemen n with ſending 
a few Laſts of Fiſh to Hamburgh, and in Time 
ſhipped off ſeveral Veſſels with Fiſh and Oil 
to the Markets of La, and all the Hanſe 
Towns, A Politeneſs and Generoſity to Strangers 
drew many to ſettle in theſe remote Places. 


Their punctual Payments rendered theit Bills in- 


conteſtable upon cvery Exchange, while their 
Kindneſs, which was always ſincere, procuted 
them an univerſal Applauſe: And to crown all, 
William Henderſon, Father of Magnus, built a 
Church at his own Charge, and left a Fund 
for ſupporting a Miniſter: Many Houſes are 
erected thro? the Iſland in the moſt elegant Taſte; 
and adorned with the richeſt Furniture ; but all 
theſe have in their Turn ſhared the Calamities of 
War, for want of Arms, and the Countenance - 
of Government. . Here the French land; and 
with Impunity, ſtrip Men, Women and Chil- 
dren: Their Privateers ride in Safety to wait 
the Arrival of our Ships, from the Eaft-Indies, 


Can 


and from Greenland, - 
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Cami it be ſuppoſed that Frederie# Prince of 
Wales patronized the Britihh Fiſhery with no 
other View but to enrich the London Merchants, 
who, for want of due Attention, have ſuffered 
the ſame to decay? No! His Royal Heart in- 
tended that the Good ſhould be general, and that 
thoſe in the remote Parts ſhould be encouraged 
to purſue the A dvantages which Nature has pointed 
out: But grannny that the Aggrandizement of the 
London Merchants was ſolely in his Eye; yet 


how can the End be anſwered without encourag- 


ing ſuch as live upon the Spot? This is too plain 
to be inſiſted on; and yet not unworthy the 
Conderation of our illuſtrious King, who is de- 
ſcended from King Robert Bruce, whoſe Diſtreſſes, 
Dangers, Victories and Triumphs beat ſo near a 
Reſemblance to thoſe of Guſtauus Erichſon; he 
bears à Name that was always propitious for 


England; he will, like thoſe of his Royal An- 


ceſtors, who were the Third of a Name, ſtudy 
the Welfare and Happineſs of his Pcople ; he will 
ſecure his Throne upon the, firm Baſis of Love 


and Affection, to the utter Confuſion of thoſe, 
who, by their Advice to deny Arms to the Scots 


Nation, would ſow the Secds of Piſtruſt between 
a BRITISH SOVEREIGN and BRITISH 
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